
Cockroaches

If you know
 w

hat to do,  
 

 
you can avoid m

ost 
 

 
pest problem

s 
 

 
 

in your hom
e. 

Follow
 these steps:

  
Identify and m

onitor
 

the pest.

 
 

   
Sanitize and keep 

 
your hom

e clean.

    
Exclude pests by sealing 

 
entry points.

     
C

ontrol pests by  
 

trying non-chem
ical 

 
m

ethods fi rst, then 
 

using pesticides if 
 

necessary.

P
roduced by A

gricultural C
om

m
unications, 

T
he Texas A

&
M

 U
niversity S

ystem
E

xtension publications can be found on the W
eb at: 

http://tcebookstore.org

V
isit Texas C

ooperative E
xtension at 

http://texasextension.tam
u.edu

E
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s conducted by Texas C
ooperative E

xtension 
serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconom

ic level, race, 
color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.
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xtension W
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om
e E
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ay 8, 1914, as 
am

ended, and June 30, 1914, in cooperation w
ith the U

nited 
S

tates D
epartm

ent of A
griculture. E

dw
ard G

. S
m

ith, D
irector, 

Texas C
ooperative E

xtension, T
he Texas A

&
M

 U
niversity S

ystem
.
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C
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Fleas
Pantry Pests
Scorpions
Silverfi sh

Sm
all Flies

Sm
all M

am
m

als
Spiders



Identify:

Sanitize:

• 
Properly identify the pest.

• 
C

ockroaches are oval w
ith leathery 

 
w

ings and long antennae.

Control:• 
Before you buy or use any pesticide, 

 
read the label carefully. Be sure the 

 
product is labeled for the site and 

 
the insect you w

ill treat.

• 
Insecticide baits in childproof, plastic 

 
stations are safe, easy to use and 

 
effective. Try baits fi rst.

• 
Insecticide gel baits in applicator 

 
tubes are also easy to use and very 

 
effective.

• 
G

ive baits tim
e to w

ork. T
hey m

ay 
 

take several days or longer.

• 
D

o not spray insecticides near baits. 
 

Insecticides can contam
inate the bait.

• 
A

pply insecticide to baseboards, 
 

cracks, openings around w
ater pipes, 

 
and under the sink.

• 
If cockroaches rem

ain a problem
, 

 
hire a professional pest control 

 
service.

• 
It’s m

uch easier to prevent 
 

cockroach problem
s than to control 

 
these pests after they enter your 

 
hom

e. Start by keeping your hom
e 

 
clean. 

• 
D

o not leave food or pet food out 
 

or dirty dishes in the sink overnight.

If cockroaches
 

are a problem
 

 
 

in your hom
e...

Exclude:
• 

Store food and pet food in glass or 
 

plastic containers w
ith tight-fi tting 

 
lids.

• 
U

se caulk or steel w
ool to seal 

 
openings around plum

bing pipes and 
 

any other openings w
here pests can 

 
enter your hom

e.

• 
C

lean up spilled food and drinks 
 

im
m

ediately.

• 
If you feed your pets outside, m

ove 
 

the food dishes aw
ay from

 doors.

• 
C

lean kitchen counters, tables and 
 
fl oors often.

• 
Sw

eep and vacuum
 regularly.

• 
K

eep garbage in plastic bags and take 
 

the garbage out several tim
es a 

 
w

eek.

• 
O

utdoors, keep garbage in a closed 
 

container and keep the container 
 

clean inside and out.

• 
R

inse recyclable item
s before storing 

 
them

, and clean the recycling 
 

containers often.

• 
R

epair plum
bing leaks.

• 
Em

pty refrigerator drip pans 
 

regularly.

• 
If you can see daylight around 

 
outside doors, replace the w

eather 
 

stripping and/or door threshold.

• 
K

eep screens on doors and w
indow

s 
 

in good repair.

• 
Inspect boxes, furniture and other 

 
item

s for cockroaches before bring- 
 

ing them
 into your hom

e.

A
m

e
rican

 co
ck

ro
ach

1 3/4 inches

G
e

rm
an

 co
ck

ro
ach

1/2 inch
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